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THE POPE AMD THE TEMPORAL POWER. 

BY E. DE CESAEE, MEMBER OE THE ITALIAN" CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. 



In a recent number of this Beview, there appeared a long 
and controversial article by the Archbishop of St. Paul, entitled 
"The Pope's Civil Princedom," in which, to our great surprise, 
we find an American Archbishop, full of modern culture, em- 
ploying all the old arguments that the schools have suggested to 
the Eoman Curia for the support of its thesis. If, like Mgr. 
Ireland, we admit the axiom that temporal power is necessary to 
the spiritual power of the Pope, the conclusions are only a logi- 
cal consequence of these premises, and there follows an apology 
rather than a philosophical discussion. 

Mgr. Ireland asserts that the protests of the Pope will nerer 
cease, and adduces as a motive the reason that if the Pope were 
to resign himself to the fait accompli, he would become a sub- 
ject of the King of Italy, and would lose all prestige in the 
world. This is inconclusive reasoning, and shows a poor opin- 
ion of the power of the Church of Christ ! Nobody desires the 
Pope to become the subject of the King of Italy; but it is both 
Christian and patriotic to demand that he should abstain from 
his present hostile position, while it is neither Christian nor 
patriotic to continue in it, and render it more acute day by day. 

Mgr. Ireland cannot escape from the self-evident fact that 
the authority of the Papacy has increased since the loss of tem- 
poral power; but he explains it by the personal qualities of the 
aged Pope; an argument which is unconvincing, because it is not 
based on fact. It is true that much is due to the personal quali- 
ties of Leo XIII., but much is due also to those of his predeces- 
sor. The austerity of the lives of the last two Popes has had a 
great deal of influence in upholding the moral authority of the 
Papacy in the world; but to attribute all the prestige of a divine 
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institution, like the Church, to the personal qualities of its rep- 
resentative, is a daring assertion, especially in these days of 
criticism. 

Neither the law of guarantees nor the possibility of a Con- 
cordat satisfies Mgr. Ireland. He reiterates the doctrine of the 
most violent Intransigeants, to the effect that "the only solu- 
tion of the Eoman Question is the Civil Princedom of the Pope." 
He either does not see the obstacles in the way, or he believes 
them to be capable of being easily overcome; he considers Eome 
to be absolutely devoted to the Pope and ready to accept his 
rule; he recalls the return from Avignon, and the re-establish- 
ment of temporal power after the Napoleonic catastrophe. But 
every other side of the question escapes him. 

Do not let us invoke the memory of Avignon. Many centu- 
ries have passed since then; let us rather pause at the beginning 
of the past century, when at the fall of Napoleon, Europe, weary 
of confusion, accepted the return to the old order of things, and, 
notwithstanding the treaty of Tolentino, in which Pius VI. had 
ceded the Legations and Bomagna to France a perpetuite, Pius 
VII. returned to Rome as temporal prince of all the States of 
the Church. But, since then, eighty-six years, or two genera- 
tions, have passed, and the world has changed. Neither in 
Eome nor in Italy did anything take place during the few years 
that the Pope was kept in France, in comparison with what has 
taken place in Eome during the last thirty years, and in the 
rest of Italy during the last half century. There has been a 
regeneration so complete both outwardly and inwardly that it is 
no longer possible even to imagine a return to the old order of 
things. It may be that Italy will have a period of difficulty to 
traverse; it may be that a partial victory of Eadical ideas will 
endanger present institutions; but the national unity cannot he 
destroyed, and the reconstitution of the Papal temporal power 
would infallibly have that effect. Italian unity now represents 
such an agglomeration of moral and material interests that there 
is no human power capable of attempting its destruction. On 
the one hand, we find the national debt, the railways, the army, 
the navy, the industrial and commercial interests, the savings 
banks, etc.; and, on the other, modern culture, freedom of con- 
science, and the conviction that, if the Pope were to become King 
of Eome, we should fall into the worst of anarchies. In Eome 
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herself the regeneration has been, perhaps, even still more com- 
plete. Around the old city a new one has arisen, and even in 
the ancient portion thirty years of Italian government have left 
an indelible mark. The Eome of 1870 cannot be recognized to- 
day. The old inhabitants have been overwhelmed by hundreds 
of thousands of Italians, who form a new mixed population, 
which has enormously increased in thirty years. Now that so 
many of the old Papal families are ruined, who formerly added 
lustre to the pontifical throne, a Pope who returned to rule in 
Eome would, after a few months, be forced voluntarily to re- 
nounce temporal power, after having provoked, in order to renew 
it, one of those historical catastrophes which humanity never 
forgives nor forgets. The restoration could only be brought 
about by the help of foreign intervention ; and the Pope, who has 
difficulty in tolerating his present condition of independence, as 
recognized by Italy, would have to resign himself to render 
obedience to the foreign power which had restored him. Tempo- 
ral power was re-established in 1849 by the combined action of 
four armies, and the French occupation did not render Pius IX. 
a more independent sovereign than Leo XIII. is to-day. 

All these considerations are recognized by the careful ob- 
server. The Italians feel them, and they are understood by the 
Pope himself, in whose complaints there is a conventional note, 
and whose protests are, in reality, the result of calculation, and 
are made merely for the satisfaction of the fanatic party. 

The force of events, at the present day, is so great that all 
pretext would be wanting to many of these discussions, if the 
Italian government were to resolve upon having an ecclesiastical 
policy superior to parliamentary fluctuations, and possessing a 
distinct aim — complete liberty for the Church, and resistance to 
the Vatican from a political standpoint. It would be necessary 
for Italy to persuade the world that the struggle is not with the 
Church, but with the political Papacy, which is the government 
of the Church, transitory by nature, and therefore, like all gov- 
ernments, subject to human imperfections. The political pre- 
tensions of the Papacy have the effect, in the main, of injuring 
the Church. Few people make any distinction between the two, 
and for that reason the struggle with the "intransigeant" Papacy 
of necessity degenerates into war against the Catholic faith and 
the Christian moral law. To-day, the Papacy is destined to 
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prove that it can exist by its own moral force alone. Never has 
its influence been raised to a higher point than since it has 
been deprived of territorial sovereignty, and never have so many 
international ceremonies taken place in Eome with perfect order 
and freedom — jubilees, pilgrimages, ceremonies in St. Peter's, 
exhibitions, and even a Conclave. The last Conclave was one of 
the freest and most spontaneous ever recorded by the Church. 
The Pope writes whatever he pleases ; he has his own diplomatic 
corps, his guards, and his court. No Catholic or Protestant 
Power in the world would give him a position such as is bestowed 
upon him by Italy. And if, after all, he believes himself not to 
be free, and even refuses to discuss the methods of rendering his 
liberty still more secure, it must be because he is no longer 
moved and inspired by the Spirit of Christ, and the Divine 
Founder of the Church will surely find a way by which his great 
Institution shall find peace amid the storms of the world, or 
shall be confined to living the life of each nation separately. 
The last remnant of the Middle Ages would be swept away, if 
the Universal Church were to disappear as well as Universal 
Dominion. These were the two great cardinal points upon which 
Dante and his contemporaries based social order. Universal do- 
minion, in Dante's sense, has vanished, or rather it has been 
transformed into separate sovereignties, founded upon the mod- 
ern and judicial conception of the State and of different nation- 
alities. Might not the same thing occur in the case of the 
Church? It will depend upon the Vatican. The Church, by 
means of its hierarchic organization, might split up into several 
National Churches, mutually independent, but united in the same 
faith. Dr. Dollinger, the celebrated founder of the Old Catholics 
of Germany, held that this would take place inevitably, and 
therefore providentially, during the present century. 

E. De Cesare. 



